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Severson Dells has two new faces on staff. To many 
of you, these faces aren’t “new,” just in a new role. 
Jessie Crow-Mermel, a long-time canoe volunteer 
and supporter, has joined us as the Marketing and 
Development Assistant, and Andrea Wallace, past 
summer staff, canoe volunteer and ‘Severson Kid,’ 
has joined us as the new Naturalist/Educator. We 
are so excited to have them both onboard!! Stop by 
and say hello when you have a chance.

New Faces At Severson Dells

Connect With Us

Andrea Wallace
Naturalist/Educator

Jessie Crow-Mermel
Marketing & Development 

Assistant

Note from the Director
It’s finally spring!! After a winter with record breaking 

low temperatures and an ice storm between the 
sprinklings of snow, I’m excited for things to start 
greening up. Bring on the wildflowers and the spring bird 
migrations. 

This year Severson Dells is participating in a new 
initiative with Winnebago County Chairman Frank Haney 
to encourage people to get outside and visit our local 
green spaces. 815 Outside is a hub for people to learn 
about events, guided hikes and resources to get outside 
in nature in Winnebago County. This hub also provides 
activities families can do on their own when visiting their 

local natural area and highlight the health benefits of 
getting outside in nature. 

We are excited to be a part of this initiative and help 
people connect to nature with their family and friends. 
Winnebago County has so 
many natural gems for the 
community to enjoy-- 
Severson Dells being my 
favorite, of course!

Ann Wasser
Director

Visit our website at www.seversondells.org

On the cover: White Trout Lily (Erythronium albidum) by Ellen Rathbone
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Species Spotlights
Bumblebee Monitoring
Saturday, April 6, 9:00 AM-10:30 AM 
Location:  Forest Preserve Headquarters 
5500 Northrock Dr Rockford, IL 61103
Bumblebees and other native pollinators are in dire 
straits; it is therefore vital that we collect population 
data that can be used to help conserve these important 

species. BeeSpotter is a 
collaboration between citizen 
scientists and the professional 
science community through 
a web-based portal at the 
University of Illinois. Come learn 
about this program and how 
you become a BeeSpotter.

Odanata (Dragonfly) Monitoring
Saturday, April 6, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Location:  Forest Preserve Headquarters 
5500 Northrock Dr Rockford, IL 61103
Dragonflies and damselflies represent a most ancient 
order of insects, the Odonata. Attend this morning 
session to learn about these magnificent insects, and 
prepare to start monitoring them yourself. Esteemed 
local naturalist and citizen scientist Barbara Williams will 
provide an overview of the dragonflies and damselflies 
in our area and then tell you about the fun and challenge 
of identifying and tracking these amazing insects. 

FREE!  Pre-register for either Species Spotlight program no later than 
Wednesday, April 3rd if you wish to reserve a printed copy of the 
instructional materials at the event. Register at winnebagoforest.org or 
call 815-877-6100. Walk-ins are welcome, but space is limited. 
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Calendar of Events
Yoga at the Dells
April 6th, May 4th and June 1, 9:00 AM-10:00 AM
Come experience the beauty 
of nature through yoga at 
Severson Dells! Join local 
certified yoga instructor 
Amanda Stivers (500-RYT) as 
she leads you through a yoga 
class that’s open to all levels of 
practice. Please bring a yoga 
mat and water. If weather allows, we’ll practice outside. 
To learn more about our instructor, please visit her 
website: www.amandastivers.com/ 
Register with Severson Dells. 
Fees:  Single Session:  $10 (members)   $15 (nonmembers)
              Series of Three: $25 (members)   $36 (nonmembers)

Managing Honeysuckle at 
Nachusa Grasslands
Wednesday, April 10th, 6:30 PM-7:30 PM
Join us for an evening with NIU graduate student Kaleb 
Baker to learn about his research on managing invasive 
honeysuckle at Nachusa Grasslands using prescribed 
fire and basal bark treatments. He will discuss the 
efficacy of these treatments and the impacts on off-target 
plants. Kaleb is one of the 2019 recipients of the Friends 
of Nachusa Grasslands Science Research Grants. Free. 
Please RSVP by 4/8.

Adapting to Climate Change in Our Region 
Tuesday, April 16, 6:30-7:30 PM
How is climate change affecting regional natural areas 
and what can we do about it? In the fall of 2018, the 
Chicago Wilderness Climate Committee conducted a 
series of workshops to assess the situation with input 
from professionals throughout the region. Greg Rajsky 
participated in each of these workshops, looking at 
prairie, wetland, and savanna communities to develop 
a Climate Change Adaptation Plan. Attend this 
presentation to find out more about the vulnerabilities 
and resilience inherent in our natural communities. Free. 
Please RSVP by 4/14. About the presenter: Greg Rajsky was the naturalist/
educator at Severson Dells Nature Center from 2017-2018. He currently 
serves as the Executive Director of the Kettle Moraine Land Trust.

Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 1-815-335-2915

Morning Birding with Jack Armstrong
Saturday, April 6, 8:00 AM-10:00 AM or
Saturday, June 1, 8:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Join local bird expert Jack Armstrong for a morning of 
birding at Severson Dells. Bring your binoculars or borrow 
a pair of ours (let us know if you need a pair). Who knows 
what you may see! All birding abilities welcome. Come 
dressed for the weather. Free. Please RSVP for April or June. 

Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 815-335-2915

http://winnebagoforest.org 
http://www.amandastivers.com/ 
http://www.seversondells.com/natural-connections
http://www.seversondells.com/events/honeysuckleatnachusa
http://www.seversondells.com/events/adaptingtoclimatechange
http://www.seversondells.com/events/morningbirdingapril2019
http://www.seversondells.com/events/morningbirdingwithjack-june-1-2019
http://seversondells.org/events
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By the Light of the Silvery Moon – 
Full Moon Hikes
Friday, April 19 and Saturday, May 18, 7:30-9:00 PM
Taking a stroll outdoors with nothing to light your way 
except moonbeams is a beautiful experience, with no 
two walks the same. Sometimes we listen to the owls, or 
we share the mysteries of the dark, or wax philosophical 
as we gaze at the stars. If getting out into the grasslands 
and woods at night is on your bucket list, then come join 
us for a magical evening. Free. Please RSVP for April or May.

So You Want to Learn Your Birds
Saturday, April 20, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
This is an “absolute novice” program for adults (age 16+) 
who are just starting to get interested in learning about 
birds. We’ll cover field guides (and how to use them), 
binoculars (and how to use them), some bird anatomy, 
and the basics of bird ID. Concentrating on the birds 
visiting our feeders, participants begin to develop their 
skills at picking out field marks and behaviors that can 
help them narrow down their identification choices. We 
also introduce participants to bird songs by listening to 
some of the songs and calls that are most common in 
our area. Register by 4/18. Fee: $8 General Admission/ $5 Severson 
Dells member.

Bison Impact on the Grassland Birds 
at Nachusa
Wednesday, April 24th, 6:30 PM
The reintroduction 
of bison at Nachusa 
Grasslands has 
been an amazing 
feat for both prairie 
restoration and 
the population of 
bison. However, it 
is uncertain how 
these bison may 
impact native fauna in Illinois as much of what we know 
comes from western remnant tallgrass prairie. Restoration 
projects in Illinois have sought to increase the quality 
and size of prairie fragments, hypothetically increasing 
breeding habitat for grassland birds. Grazing and 
wallowing by these native ungulates have been shown 
to increase food sources for native grassland birds 
and the scent of bison hair used in nests may deter nest 
predators. However, there is potential for direct trampling 
and destruction of nests by bison. How have the bison 
at Nachusa impacted nest success of grassland nesting 
birds and what does that mean for future restorations? 
Join us for an evening with Heather Herakovich, Ph.D. 
candidate in the Department of Biological Sciences at 
NIU. Please RSVP by 4/22.

Homeschool Programs
To register for a homeschool program, visit

http://bit.ly/dellshomeschool or call 815-335-2915. 
Fee:  $10/student/lesson

Biodiversity Investigation
Thursday, April 18, 9:30-11:30 AM
Exploration – that is the name of the game today!  
Armed with hand lenses and curiosity, we head off 
trail into the woods and grassland looking for any and 
all signs of the critters that call these habitats home. 
Our goal is to discover which habitat has the greater 
number of critters (abundance), and which has more 
types of critters (diversity)…and figure out why. Ages 8 
and up. Register by 4/11.

Aquatic Studies
Thursday, May 16, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM
Learning what lives in the water can be a real 
eye-opening experience! We spend this morning 
looking for who lives at the pond and in the stream. 
Participants should expect to get wet - we will be 
wading in Hall Creek. Bring a change of clothes, 
shoes and a towel. Ages 8 and up. Register by 5/9.

Calendar of Events
Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 1-815-335-2915

http://www.seversondells.com/events/honeysuckleatnachusa
http://www.seversondells.com/events/fullmoonhike-may-18-2019
http://www.seversondells.com/events/learnyourbirds
http://www.seversondells.com/events/bisonandbirds
http://bit.ly/dellshomeschool 
http://bit.ly/dellshomeschool 
http://bit.ly/dellshomeschool 
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Scouting Programs
To register for a scout program, visit the Scout Programs page on the 

Severson Dells website at
http://bit.ly/dellsscouts or call 815-335-2915.

Junior Girl Scouts - Animal Habitats
Saturday, April 6, 10:00 AM - Noon
Forget the monkeys and kangaroos – we want 
to teach you about the exciting animals that call 
Northern Illinois home!  Our woods, grasslands and 
waterways are full of some truly amazing wildlife, 
and every scout who lives here should get to know it. 
Come explore our trails with us as we search for clues 
that tell us which animals are living where at Severson 
Dells.  Fee:  $10/scout. Register by 4/2.

Scouts - Field Botany
Saturday, May 4, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM*
Are you working on your Plant Science badge? Let us 
help you earn it by teaching you about some of the 
amazing native plants that grow in Northern Illinois.  
We will help you learn to identify some of our native 
trees, shrubs, woody plants, and flowers, as well as 
the most common invasive species. You’ll also learn 
how environmental factors affect what grows where.  
Participants will also learn how we control invasives 
and encourage native species. *This program is longer 
than the usual two hours; please bring your lunch and 
dress to be outside.  Fee:  $15/scout.  Register by 4/30.

Daisies - Outdoor Art
Saturday, June 1, 10:00 AM - Noon
You may not have 
heard of Andy 
Goldsworthy, but he is 
the inspiration for this 
hands-on outdoor art 
program. Using sticks, 
leaves, and whatever 
else we find, we will 
create Outdoor Art. 
The only limit to our 
creations will be our 
imaginations. Dress to be outside and get dirty.  
Fee: $10/scout.  Register by 5/29.

Spring into Nature – Spring Science Event
Saturday, April 27, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Join us as we celebrate the 
turn of the seasons and 
welcome the many signs of 
spring:  frogs calling, birds 
migrating, snakes & turtles 
emerging, insects flying, and 
flowers blooming.  Come 
explore aquatic life in the 
pond with Dr. Pond Scum, see 
live reptiles and amphibians 
with The Frog Lady, get your 
face painted with by a member of the Winnebago High 
School Key Club, explore the woods and prairie on a 
nature scavenger hunt and more. Please bring a picnic 
lunch to enjoy and make a day of the fun, family-friendly 
event. Free, but donations are always appreciated. 
 Drop in anytime between 10 AM and 2 PM. 
Scheduled Presentations:
 11:00 AM Dr. Pond Scum 
 1:00 PM The Frog Lady

Endangered Species Day
Thursday, May 16, 6:00 PM
Celebrate Endangered Species Day with us! Learn 
about some of the endangered species that call 
Winnebago County home and what is being done to 
protect them and their habitats. You may even pick up a 
few tips on how you can support your local endangered 
species. Free, donations always appreciated. Please RSVP by 5/14.

Calendar of Events
Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 1-815-335-2915

Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 815-335-2915

http://bit.ly/dellsscouts 
http://bit.ly/dellsscouts 
http://bit.ly/dellsscouts 
http://bit.ly/dellsscouts 
http://www.seversondells.com/events/endangeredspeciesday
http://www.seversondells.com/events/endangeredspeciesday
http://seversondells.org/events 


A NIGHT FOR THE MONARCHS
Dr. Karen Oberhauser 

University of Wisconsin Arboretum

Join us for a special evening with Dr. 
Karen Oberhauser, the new Director of 
the University of Wisconsin- Madison 

Arboretum and world-renowned 
monarch expert. 

Thursday, May 2nd 
Hors-d'oeuvres and drinks at 

6 PM - Members Only 
Presentation at 7 PM - Everyone Welcome

Monarch butterfly populations have been declining 
over the last 20 years. Because insect numbers are 

notoriously difficult to assess, and because they 
often show large annual fluctuations, simply 

documenting this decline has been a challenge. It is 
now important to move beyond simple 

documentation, and toward responding to the 
challenge posed by monarch conservation, and 

insect conservation in general. 
 
 Members Happy Hour at 6:00 PM 

Free, but please RSVP at 
http://bit.ly/monarchmembers or call. 

 
General Public- Please join us at 7:00 PM for the 

presentation. $10 
Register at http://bit.ly/nightofmonarchs or call. 
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Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
with the Mindfulness Institute
Sunday, May 19th, 1:30 PM-3:30 PM
Mindfulness Meditation teacher Jeanne Vargas offers 
mindfulness techniques such as conscious breathing and 
walking mindfully in nature in this workshop. Practitioners 
from every spiritual tradition and every level of practice, 
including beginners, will find quiet joy in the here and 
now. Fee: $15 general admission/ $10 Severson Dells member. Please 
register by 5/17.

Phenology Walk 
Thursday, May 23, 6:00 PM- 7:30 PM
Phenology is the study of the timing at which things 
happen. Come and join us as we take a look at the 
phenology of our native plants. Which ones are leafing 
out? Which ones have buds? Which have flowers? We will 
record this data as part of Budburst which is collecting 
data from around the country to see changes in the 
phenology of plants.  Free. Please RSVP by 5/21.

Wonder Walk and Fireside Reading: 
Celebrate Rachel Carson
Tuesday, May 28th, 7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Join us as we celebrate the birthday of Rachel Carson, 
scientist, and pioneer of the modern environmental 
movement. We will embark on a golden hour walk 
around the Dells marveling in the wonders of nature. After 
our hike, we will settle in by the fire and share some readings 
from Rachel Carson’s pioneering work. Free. Please RSVP by 5/26. 

Frogs & Friends
Thursday, May 30 1:00 PM-3:00 PM
Plan to get wet as we explore our pond and creek for 
frogs and other aquatic life. We’ll scoop for critters, and 
investigate their adaptations to see what they have that 
makes them so successful living underwater. Bring a 
change of clothes and shoes to this family program.  
For safety, water shoes need to be firmly attached to 
feet (no crocs, flipflops or jellyshoes; rubber boots are 
not always recommended - they can fill with water; old 
sneakers or hiking boots are good, or sandals designed for 
paddlers). Free. Please  RSVP  by 5/28.

Readings from the Rookery
Fridays, May 31, June 14, June 28, July 12 and July 26; 
9:30 AM-11:00 AM
Severson Dells staff lead this fun and engaging program 
that introduces children and their parents to great 
nature books. After our story, everyone participates in 
outside activities that relate to the theme of the week.  
This program targets 5-to 9-year-olds and focuses on 
the importance of getting kids outside. Space is limited, 
so register early to attend. Free!  Please RSVP.

Hooked On Fun: Kids Fishing Derby
Saturday, June 8, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Four Lakes Forest Preserve
10207 Fish Hatchery Road, Pecatonica, IL 61063
Four Lakes Forest Preserve has several small, shallow 
lakes that are easily accessible and provide an ideal 
setting for teaching kids about fishing. Bring your own 
poles (limited number of loaner poles available), Forest 
Preserve staff will provide bait and be on hand to assist 
with getting your line in the water. Prizes will be awarded 
for largest fish in various age categories. Severson Dells 
staff will have a gyotaku station (Japanese art) set up 
for kids to make a fish print. Raffle prizes and participation 
prizes ensure no one goes home empty-handed. Bring a 
sack lunch and enjoy a picnic by the lake. If you or your 
child require accessibility assistance, please contact the 
Forest Preserve Headquarters at 815-877-6100 in advance 
to arrange assistance, or please let someone know 
when you arrive. No fishing license needed for this 
special event. Free! Visit winnebagoforest.org

Solstice Celebration
Friday, June 21, 7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Join us for an evening celebrating the first day of 
summer and the longest day of the year. We’ll learn 
about the cycles of the seasons and enjoy music and 
s’mores around the campfire. Enjoy time in our recently 
updated Nature Explore playground, The Grove Nature 
Playscape. Please register by 6/19.
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Calendar of Events
Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 1-815-335-2915

Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 815-335-2915

http://www.seversondells.com/events/mindfulnessmeditation2019
http://www.seversondells.com/events/mindfulnessmeditation2019
http://www.seversondells.com/events/phenologywalk
http://Please  RSVP by 5/26.
http://www.seversondells.com/events/frogsfriends
http://www.seversondells.com/events/rookerymay31-2019
https://winnebagoforest.org/
http://www.seversondells.com/events/summersolstice2019
http://seversondells.org/events
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Answer the call of the wild! 

Severson Dells 
Nature Center

Wild Things - Outdoor fun and exploration every day for our youngest  
 campers.  Ages 4-6 Years
 Two sessions: June 10-14 & July 8-12 | 9:00 AM - Noon

Peek-in-the-Creek - Our most popular summer camp is chocked full 
 of classic camp fun, and every day is spent at or in the creek!  
  Ages 7-11 Years 
 Two sessions: June 17-21 & July 15-19 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Forest Fantasy - Each day is spent in “magical” activities that showcase 
 the fantastical around us every day.  From potion-making to 
 invisibility, we have something for everyone, including a visit to   
 Troll Hollow.  Ages 8-12 Years
 One session: June 24-28 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

 Jr. Biologist - Perfect for the young nature enthusiast and scientist in   
 your family!  Each day we explore a different “-ology” 
 (dendrology, ornithology, entomology, etc.). Ages 11-14
 One session: July 29-Aug. 2 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Blazing Paddles - Teens learn basic paddling skills and ettiquette on 
 day one, then spend the rest of the week exploring the rivers of 
 Winnebago County. Ages 12-16 Years
 One session: July 22-26 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
 
Grandparents Camp - Grandparents (any age) and their grand
 kids (ages 4-10 years) spend the morning enjoying some classic   
 summer camp fun.  
 One session:  July 3 | 9:00 AM - Noon

Our summer campers spend the majority of each day outdoors;  
exploration is a key part of our daily adventures.

For more information or to register:

www.seversondells.org/camp
or call 815-335-2915

Severson Dells Nature Center
8786 Montague Rd. Rockford, IL 61102

Summer Camps

http://seversondells.org/camp


Canoe Convoys
Monday Evenings at 5:00 PM
June 10, 17, 24
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Enjoy a Monday evening paddling with Severson Dells 
staff and volunteers. Most paddles are on the Kishwaukee 
River, but the location will be confirmed the Friday 
before the paddle based on current water conditions.  
Due to high demand for this program, please only 
register for two evenings. 

Free, with a $10 refundable deposit per person. We 
decided to institute this because of the high rate of 
no-shows in previous years. If you attend the paddle or 
cancel by the Friday before the paddle, your deposit 
will be fully refunded.

Please register at http://bit.ly/canoeconvoy. If you are 
interested in attending more than two, please call us 
at 815-335-2915 to be put on the waitlist. 
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Drinks for the Dells
Join us for our second annual Drinks for the Dells at Carlyle 
Brewing Company. This year we will have the entire place  
to ourselves (thanks to last year’s attendees for packing the 
room!) and Randy is brewing up a special batch of beer just 
for Severson Dells. Funds raised from this event will support 
youth nature education in your community. 

Your ticket includes:
Drink options- nine beer tasters, three pints of beer or 
three glasses of wine
Light snacks- generously donated from local restaurants
Commemorative sample glass with the event logo 
Other activities
 Local Nature and Severson Dells Trivia
 Raffles for great packages from local businesses
 Door prizes

Sponsors

Sunday, June 23rd, 3:00 PM-6:00 PM
Carlyle Brewing  Company

Purchase tickets @
www.seversondells.com/drinks-for-the-dells

Tickets:
In advance- $35/individual and $65/couple 
(by 5pm, Friday, June 21st)
At the door- $40/individual and $75/couple

It is sure to be a great afternoon supporting Severson 
Dells and our mission of connecting people to nature. 

We can’t wait to see you at Carlyle!

http://bit.ly/canoeconvoy
http://www.seversondells.com/drinks-for-the-dells 


Tuesday, April 23 | Anna Page Park
Barbara and Dan Williams will lead this walk at Rockford 
Park District’s Anna Page Park. We will walk through a 
variety of plant communities, from creek bottoms to maple 
forest, to view marsh marigolds, trillium, blue-eyed 
Marys and numerous other spring flowers. Meet at the 
large parking lot at the westernmost point along the 
park loop road (not the parking area by the playground 
and bathrooms). Moderate hiking, possibly with muddy areas. 
Please RSVP by April 21.

Wednesday, May 1 | Kinnikinnick Creek 
Conservation Area
Aaron Minson, Boone County Conservation District, 
and Brian Hale, Conservation District Volunteer, take us 
through the recently restored prairie and basswood, 
hickory and white oak forest to explore the wildflowers 
in northern Boone County. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation 
Area is located 3.2 miles north of Route 173 on Caledonia 
Road. The entrance is just north of North Boone School 
Road. Moderate hiking. Please RSVP by April 29.

Tuesday, May 7 | Deer Run Forest Preserve
Join us for an evening with Mike Groves and Steve Hornbeck 
from the Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County. We will be on the lookout for Virginia 
bluebells, trout lilies, red trillium, spring beauties, rue 
anemones, wild gin-
ger, mayapples and 
more as we enjoy the 
forest and wetland at 
Deer Run. Located 
3 miles southeast of 
Rockford city limits 
on River Road.  Easy 
hiking. Please RSVP by 
May 5. 

Wednesday, May 15 | Pecatonica Wetlands 
Forest Preserve
Mark Keister and 
Richard Benning will 
take us on a tour of 
the Pecatonica 
Wetlands Forest 
Preserve, which 
includes river edge, 
floodplain forest, 
oxbow pond 
marshes, and upland 
forest along the 
Pecatonica River. The site has outstanding spring flora 
and birdlife. Please meet at 4550 North Pecatonica Road, 
Pecatonica. Easy to moderate hiking. Please RSVP by May 13.
 

Tuesday, May 21 | Burr Oak Valley Preserve
Zach Grycan and Ed Cope, Natural Land Institute staff, 
will lead us through some of this 99-acre property that is 
owned and managed by NLI.  The natural communities 
we will visit include mesic upland forest, dolomite prairie, 
dolomite cliff, and intermittent stream. Expect to see 
blue-eyed grass, columbine, maidenhair fern, and the 
rare kittentails. Please park at the northern entrance of 
the preserve at Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, 7404 
Elevator Rd. in Roscoe. Moderate hiking. Please RSVP by May 19.
 

Wednesday, May 29 | Colored Sands 
Forest Preserve
Lee and Lynda Johnson, long-time naturalists, will lead 
the group on an exploration of the sand country at 
Colored Sands Forest Preserve. The plant community 
is unique to dry sand prairies, which once dominated 
this area but are now very rare. Meet at the Sand Bluff Bird 
Observatory parking lot, at the end of Haas Road near 
Durand, with your wildflower book (if you’d like) and bug 
spray. Easy to moderate hiking. Please RSVP by May 27.

Wildflower Walkabouts
2019 Wildflower Walkabout Series
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An annual favorite hike series returns! Join Severson Dells and the Natural Land Institute staff and 
volunteers on an exploration of many of the local wildflower hotspots. Wildflower Walkabouts 
showcase what is currently in bloom at various woodland and prairie preserves around Winnebago, 
Boone and Ogle Counties. All walks begin at 6:00 PM. There is no fee for the walks, but membership 
in Severson Dells and/or the Natural Land Institute is encouraged. For more information, please call 
815/335-2915 (SDNC) or 815/964-6666 (NLI).

http://lease RSVP by April 21.
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwkinnikinnick
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwdeerrun
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwdeerrun
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwpecatonica
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwburroakvalley
http://www.seversondells.com/events/wwcoloredsands


 Tuesday, June 4 | Bald Hill Prairie Preserve
Join us for an evening at Bald Hill Prairie Preserve in Mt. 
Morris with Russell Brunner, Superintendent of Land 
Management, Todd Tucker, Byron Forest Preserve District 
Executive Director, and Mark Herman, Superintendent of 
Education. This preserve has endangered wooly milkweed, 
several recently restored bur oak savannas and is home 
to the Big Tree Champion for the State of Illinois, an Eastern 
cottonwood that is 28.5 feet in circumference and 122 
feet tall. The preserve is also home to many nesting 
grassland birds such as bobolinks, Eastern meadowlarks, 
and short-eared owls. Bald Hill Prairie Preserve address 
is 5502 North Silver Creek Road, Mt. Morris. Moderate hiking.
Please RSVP by June 2. 
 

Wednesday, June 12 | Kieselburg 
Forest Preserve
Lenae Weichel, Severson Dells board member, and Dave 
Koska, experienced nature educator, will lead this trip to 
discover the natural beauties of native prairie remnants 
and restoration in North Central Illinois. We will work our way 
through many prairie and sedge meadow communities 
from dry to wet. Keiselberg is located at 5801 Swanson 
Road in Roscoe. Easy hiking. Please RSVP by June 10. 

Tuesday, June 18 | Harlem Hills Prairie 
Nature Preserve
Gary and Judy Anderson, and Jerry Paulson, former 
director of NLI, will offer their expertise on this visit to 
Harlem Hills Prairie. If we hit it just right, the hills should 
be bright with the pink and purple of the pale purple 
coneflowers. The always-beautiful sunset will be a bo-
nus on this favorite of walks. Please meet at Flora Drive 
in Loves Park. Easy hiking. Please RSVP by June 16. 
 

Wednesday, June 26 | Searles Prairie 
Nature Preserve
Joni Denker of the Rockford Park District and Jack 
Armstrong, Severson Dells and Rockford Park District 
board member, will lead this hike through mesic and 
wet-mesic prairie, where prairie dropseed, Indian 
grass, and big bluestem grow. This site is one of the 
highest quality wet prairies in the state. Meet at Searls 
Park on Central Avenue in Rockford across from the 
soccer fields. Easy hiking, but the area may be wet. Please RSVP by 
June 24. 

11
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A big thank you to Nicholson’s Lawn and Garden for 
supporting restoration work at Severson Dells. With 
their support, we will be able to make our Illinois Clean 
Energy Foundation grant dollars go further and do 
even more restoration at Severson Dells. 

You can help support restoration efforts at Severson 
Dells by volunteering at our Conservation Crew 
workdays which meet from 9 AM-12 PM on the second 
Saturday and fourth Monday of each month. Once 
we reach 400 volunteer hours, we will receive an 
additional $4,000 from the Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation. You can also help us reach 
our goal by donating. For every dollar Severson Dells 
raises, the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation will match 
it with $3. That turns your $50 to $150 to support 
habitat restoration at Severson Dells. 

Please contact us at 815-335-2915 if you would like to 
volunteer or donate. 

All of this work will improve the habitat at Severson 
Dells to make it a better place to live for wildlife and a 
better place to learn about Illinois native plants and 
animals.

Thank you so much to all that have 
helped support us already!

 

Conservation Crew volunteers break in the 
new tools purchased at cost with support from 
Nicholson Lawn and Garden.

Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation Update

Conservation Crew Restoration Days
April 13, 22, May 11, June 8, 24 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM
This spring we will be working hard to remove invasive 
plants (mostly honeysuckle) to make space for our 
native plants. Come lend a hand and help return 
Severson Dells to its natural state. 
On Monday, April 22nd we will have a celebration 
afterward in the nature center in honor of Earth Day. 
Please RSVP to andrea@seversondells.org or call.

Naturalist/Educator Andrea Wallace leads restoration efforts. 



A Year with Nature
by Marty Crump with Illustrations by Bronwyn McIvor

A Year with Nature is an almanac like none you’ve ever 
seen: combining science and aesthetics, it is a daily 
affirmation of the extraordinary richness of biodiversity 
and our enduring beguilement by its beauty. With a 
text by herpetologist and natural history writer Marty 
Crump and a cornucopia of original illustrations by 
Bronwyn McIvor, this quirky quotidian reverie gazes 
across the globe, media, and time as it celebrates date-
appropriate natural topics ranging from the founding 
of the National Park Service to annual strawberry, garlic, 
shrimp, hummingbird, and black bear festivals.

With Crump, we mark the publication of classics like 
Carson’s Silent Spring and White’s Charlotte’s Web, and 
even the musical premiere of Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake. 
We note the discovery of the structure of DNA and the 
mountain gorilla, the rise of citizen science projects, 
and the work of people who’ve shaped how we view 
and protect nature—from Aristotle to E. O. Wilson. Some 
days feature US celebrations, like National Poinsettia 
Day and National Cat Day; others highlight country-
specific celebrations, like Australia’s Wombat Day 
and Thailand’s Monkey Buffet Festival, during which 
thousands of macaques feast on an ornately arranged 
spread of fruits and vegetables. Crump also highlights 
celebrations that span borders, from World Wildlife 
Conservation Day to International Mountain Day and 
global festivities for snakes, sea turtles, and chocolate. 
Interweaving fascinating facts on everything from 
jellyfish bodies to monthly birth flowers with folkloric 
entries featuring the Loch Ness Monster, unicorns, and 
ancient Greek, Roman, and Egyptian mythology, the 
almanac is as exhaustive as it is enchanting.

A Year with Nature celebrates the wonder and beauty of 
our natural world as we have expressed it in visual arts, 
music, literature, science, natural history, and everyday 
experience. But more than this, the almanac’s vignettes 
encourage us to contemplate how we can help 
ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy the 
landscapes and rich biodiversity we so deeply cherish.

From The University of Chicago Press

Book Nook
Natural History Books Worth A Read

Solar Power: Innovation, Sustainability, and 
Environmental Justice

by Dustin Mulvaney

In this important new primer, Dustin Mulvaney makes 
a passionate case for the significance of solar power 
energy and offers a vision for a more sustainable 
and just solar industry for the future. The solar energy 
industry has grown immensely over the past several 
years and now provides up to a fifth of California’s 
power. But despite its deservedly green reputation, solar 
development and deployment may have social and 
environmental consequences, from poor factory labor 
standards to landscape impacts on wildlife.

Using a wide variety of case studies and examples that 
trace the life cycle of photovoltaics, Mulvaney expertly 
outlines the state of the solar industry, exploring the 
ongoing conflicts between ecological concerns and 
climate mitigation strategies, current trade disputes, 
and the fate of toxics in solar waste products. This 
exceptional overview will outline the industry’s current 
challenges and possible futures for students in 
environmental studies, energy policy, environmental 
sociology, and other aligned fields.

From the University of California Press
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It’s not easy to care so deeply about the natural 
world these days. When my heart grows heavy with the 
latest news, I lace up my hiking boots and head out for 
a walk to soothe my soul with the beauty of the wild. I 
don’t need to be in a national park to experience awe; 
any old prairie, forest, or a flowing stream will do. Even 
a sun-dappled community of moss blanketing a rock 
can invoke that delightful sense of childlike wonder and 
resulting inner peace. 

“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth 
find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life 
lasts,” wrote Rachel Carson, the scientist who started 
the modern environmental movement with her book, 
Silent Spring. Carson was faced with tremendous adversity 
when she, as a female scientist in the 1960s spoke truth 
to power regarding the dangers of the pesticide DDT to 
both wildlife and humans. She must have relied heavily 
on the beauty of nature to see her through the struggles 

she faced.  When it seems like nothing short of a miracle 
will get us out of the challenges we are facing, I am 
reminded on my walks that nature is full of ordinary 
miracles everywhere I look; this reminder acts as a balm 
of solace and hope.

I am lucky, as my sense of wonder was nurtured at 
an early age. Blonde pigtails bounced through the 
woods, as I tried to keep up with the boots of my six-
foot-five dad. My equally blonde dog, Molly, was by my 
side as we explored Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserve. 
I became an archeologist, exploring the foundations of 
old farm buildings. I was an adventurer, discovering a 
hidden spring.  I’ll never forget the magic of watching the 
bubbles ripple up from the sand in the spring and the 
feel of the water, so chilled from the earth. I cupped my 
hand and drank from the clear pool. It was pure magic 
to behold. When I go to that spring these days, I’m not 
so sure it’s any less magical, even if I understand the 

The author’s father and her son exploring Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserve.

The Solace of Wonder
by Jessie Crow-Mermel
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mechanics of it. Perhaps that spring is truly a fountain of 
youth since I can so easily recall the awe I felt as a child 
when I return there now. Going to the Kishwaukee with 
my parents in those early years helped foster my sense 
of wonder. It built a strong foundation so that even 
when I built my teenage walls, I never bothered to build 
a roof and left the door wide open. I opted to marvel at 
the stars and let the raindrops kiss my face. 

Every child is born with awe of the world. Perhaps 
that is what makes interacting with small children so 
alluring - we can get see the world as magical again 
through their eyes. That inborn sense of wonder doesn’t 
always persist, however. These days, it seems far too 
quick to dim with the quick-moving flashes of light 
across ubiquitous screens. 

Rachel Carson knew the 
importance of nurturing wonder 
in children. In her posthumously 
published book, A Sense of Wonder, 
she wished that each child be 
gifted “a sense of wonder so 
indestructible that it would last 
throughout life, as an unfailing 
antidote against the boredom 
and disenchantment of later 
year.” She knew that the sense of 
wonder could carry us through 
challenging times.

As a mother and an educator, I see that so many 
children growing up now have more knowledge of 
environmental woes at an earlier age than I did growing 
up. They know about starving polar bears stranded 
on melting ice, birds covered in oil, rivers choked with 
plastic, and their future marred by climate change. But 
do they have the opportunity to develop their sense of 
wonder to buoy their spirits for the challenges they face? 
Do they have the opportunity to fall in love with the 
world so that they will feel the urge to act on behalf of 

nature when they 
are older? Carson 
wrote in A Sense of 

Wonder, “If facts are 
the seeds that later 
produce knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions 
and the impressions of the senses are the fertile soil 
in which the seeds must grow.”  Isn’t it not only our 
obligation to do whatever we can to protect their future, 
but to also protect and nurture their sense of wonder? 
Not only will it give them the peace of wild things, but it 
will also help usher in the next generation of stewards of 
the land. 

This year, Severson Dells is participating in a county-
wide initiative called 815 
Outside, which is designed to 
inspire folks to unplug from 
screens and reconnect to the 
natural world and each other. 
Keep your eye out for many 
programs and opportunities 
in Winnebago County to get 
outside and nurture the awe 
we all need. Join us on May 
28 for a celebration of Rachel 
Carson with a Wonder Walk and 
Fireside Reading. Please see our 
calendar for more information. 

What a gift it is to share the natural world with a 
child, just as Rachel Carson explored the glistening 
world with her tiny nephew Roger. If someone hadn’t 
opened the door for Rachel to develop her own wonder 
and love for nature at an early age, I have to ask, would 
she have become a scientist and persisted in her fight 
to ban DDT and would we, therefore, still have the 
opportunity to behold eagles soaring? Our love drives 
us to action and hope for the future. So when your heart 
gets heavy, grab the hand of a child and lead them into 
the woods. From there, let them lead you. 

“Those who contemplate 
the beauty of the earth 
find reserves of strength 
that will endure as long as 
life lasts.” 

- Rachel Carson



Supporter Spotlight:
Lora McClelland & Michael Simmons

The relationship that Lora McClelland and Michael 
Simmons have to Severson Dells Nature Center is as 
deeply rooted as it is far reaching. The love for this 
organization and the legacy of service and giving was 
passed down to Lora through her parents, Lowell and 
Betty Edwards. The Edwardses served as longtime 
donors and volunteers with nature education and 
restoration efforts and created a summer internship 
position at Severson Dells with Betty and Lowell’s 
alma mater, Manchester University. 

Michael and Lora’s spirituality is deeply connected to 
the earth and with sharing their love for nature with 
children. Lora shares her time and talents with us as 
an event volunteer, and Michael picked up the mantle 
of education volunteer when he and Lora married - at 
the pavilion at Severson Dells on the summer solstice! 

The pond at the Dells is a favorite spot for both Michael 
and Lora. Michael loves teaching aquatic studies to 
visiting students at the pond and it reminds him of his 
first connection to nature 
as a child in Louisiana. 
Lora says, “I too, love the 
pond. It makes me laugh 
as I remember my son 
Connor falling into it (not 
once, but twice)!” 

Spending time at 
Severson Dells with their 
family through 

“Our real freedom comes from 
being aware that we do not have 
to save the world, merely make 
a difference in the place where 
we live.” 

- Parker Palmer

Lowell & Betty Edwards

camps and explorations with their mother and 
grandparents left an indelible impact on Lora’s sons. 
She explains, “My sons both ended up with a love of nature, 
and my youngest is an environmental science major. 
I credit a large part of their passion to their formative 
years at Severson Dells.”

Severson Dells has been 
fortunate to benefit from 
Lora and Michael’s 
generosity and vision, 
and their gifts have 
helped more children to 
develop a meaningful 
connection to nature. We 
are so grateful to Michael 
and Lora for their legacy 
of support. 

Lora, Connor, Donovan McClelland & Michael Simmons

Michael Simmons & Lora McClelland

To read the full article on Lora and 
Michael and to find out how you can 
support Severson Dells as a volunteer or 
donor, visit 
www.seversondells.org/blog/ 
supporterspotlightspring2019
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Members receive: 
 n Discount at Severson Dells’ Gift Shop 
 n Reduced admissions to Severson Dells
  programs
	n Members-only programs at Severson Dells
 n Early Summer Camp registration
 n Check-out privileges at Severson Dells    
  Library 
 n “Notes From the Dells” quarterly newsletter   
  with calendar of programs and special   
  events 
 n Free admission to participating Asociation of           
  Nature Center Administrators member nature     
  centers around the country 

  
Annual Membership: 

  __  Individual   $40
  __  Family  $65
  __  Sponsor   $125 
  __  Benefactor   $300
  __  Sustaining   $600
  __  Patron   $1000

What Will Your Legacy Be?
Name Severson Dells Nature Center in your will

or bequest. You will help us raise the next
generation of earth stewards. Contact your

attorney or financial advisor for advice.
 

Become a member online at
www.seversondells.org/become-a-member/

Name _________________________________________
 
Address _______________________________________ 
 
City _______________ State _______ Zip ____________

Phone _________________________________________

Email _________________________________________
I would like to support the mission of SDNC

with a gift of _____________ at this time.
Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

Please consult your tax professional.
Thank You For Your Support!

Become a Member of
“Friends of Severson Dells”

or give an additional gift
MEMORIALS

Beverly D. Free 
Neva Holdmann

Betty and Fred Kalivoda
Orville L. and Ruth M. Varland 

“When it’s over, I want to say: all my life I was 
a bride married to amazement. I was the 

bridegroom, taking the world into my arms.”  
- Mary Oliver
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Call for Volunteers!
The earth pours forth generosity to us every day. If 
you have been looking for a way to give back and 

make a difference, look no further!

We have many valuable volunteers who help with 
the educational school programs, family events, 

tend to our butterfly garden, host and hostess on 
weekends, keep our fish and birds happy and so 

much more!

Volunteers are involved in many different activities, 
limited only by enthusiasm, interest and available 
time. Volunteers’ ages range from youth to senior 
citizens, and they provide thousands of hours of 

service per year. To all the volunteers: 
THANK YOU! We couldn’t do it without you!

http://www.seversondells.org/become-a-member/ 


Apostle Islands Kayaking Trip

 

August 8 - 11, 2019

Join us on a kayak tour of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. Experience 

a series of sea kayaking and hiking day trips from the Little Sand Bay Base 

Camp, including beautiful Sand Island, the Mawikwe Sea Caves, Bark Bay 

Slough, or the shipwrecks of Red Cliff Bay. So many options await you on the 

Apostle Islands just north of Bayfield, Wisconsin. Experience breathtaking 

sunsets over Lake Superior and listen to waves crash along the shore. The 

Apostle Islands National Lake Shore is great for beginning sea kayakers and 

seasoned paddlers alike.

 

 For more info:
www.seversondells.com/apostletrip2019

or call 815.335.2915
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April 2019
06           Morning Birding with Jack Armstrong                         8 AM-10 AM

06           Yoga at the Dells                                                                  9 AM-10 AM

06           Scouts – Junior Girl Scouts – Animal Habitats          10 AM-12 PM

06           Citizen Science Spotlight – Bumblebees              9 AM-10:30 AM

06           Citizen Science Spotlight – Odanata                     10:30 AM-12 PM

10            Managing Honeysuckle at Nachusa                   6:30PM-7:30PM

13            Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                      9 AM-12 PM

16            Adapting to Climate Change in Our Region   6:30 PM-7:30 PM

18            Homeschool – Biodiversity Investigation        9:30 AM-11:30 AM

19            Full Moon Hike                                                                   7:30 PM-9 PM

20           So You Want to Learn Your Birds                                    9 AM-11 AM

22           Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                      9 AM-12 PM

22           Earth Day Celebration                                                                     12 PM

23           Wildflower Walkabout-Anna Page Park                  6 PM-7:30 PM

24           Bison Impact on the Grassland Birds at Nachusa          6:30 PM

27           Spring into Nature – Spring Science Event                  10 AM-2 PM

May 2019
01           Wildflower Walkabout - Kinnikinnick Creek            6 PM-7:30 PM

02           A Night for the Monarchs  –  Members: 6 PM, Non-Members: 7 PM

04           Yoga at the Dells                                                                  9 AM-10 AM

04           Cub Scouts -  Field Botany                                                10 AM-2 PM

07           Wildflower Walkabout - Deer Run                             6 PM-7:30 PM

11             Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                      9 AM-12 PM

15            Wildflower Walkabout-Pecatonica                           6 PM-7:30 PM

16            Home School – Aquatic Studies                          9:30 AM-11:30 AM

16            Endangered Species Day                                              6 PM-7:30 PM

18            Natural Living Expo @ Cliffbreakers                              10 AM-3 PM

18            Full Moon Hike                                                                   7:30 PM-9 PM

19            Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation            1:30 PM-3:30 PM

21            Wildflower Walkabout-Burr Oak Valley                   6 PM-7:30 PM

23           Phenology Walk                                                                6 PM-7:30 PM

28           Wonder Walk & Fireside Reading: Rachel Carson       7 PM - 9 PM

29           Wildflower Walkabout-Colored Sands                    6 PM-7:30 PM

30           Frogs & Friends                                                                         1 PM-3 PM

31            Readings from the Rookery                                 9:30 AM-11:00 AM

Severson Dells Activities:  815-335-2915
CUT OUT AND POST WHERE YOU KEEP TRACK OF YOUR FAMILY’S ACTIVITIES!

June 2019
01                 Morning Birding with Jack Armstrong                    8 AM-10 AM

01                Yoga at the Dells                                                              9 AM-10 AM

01                Daisy Scouts - Outdoor Art                                          10 AM-12 PM

04              Wildflower Walkabout - Bald Hill Prairie              6 PM-7:30 PM

08               Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                 9 AM-12 PM

08               Hooked on Fun: Kids Fishing Derby                          9 AM-12 PM

10-14           Wild Things Camp                                                           9 AM-12 PM

10                 Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

12                 Wildflower Walkabout-Keiselburg                        6 PM-7:30 PM

14                 Readings from the Rookery                            9:30 AM-11:00 AM

17-21            Peek-in-the-Creek Camp                                                9 AM-3 PM

17                 Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

18                Wildflower Walkabout - Harlem Hills                   6 PM-7:30 PM

21                 Solstice Celebration                                                            7 PM-9PM

23                Drinks for the Dells @ Carlyle Brewing Co.               3 PM-6 PM

24-28         Forest Fantasy Camp                                                       9 AM-3 PM

24                Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                 9 AM-12 PM

24                Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

26                Wildflower Walkabout-Searl’s Prairie                  6 PM-7:30 PM

28                Readings from the Rookery                                   9:30 AM-11 AM

July 2019
01                 Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

03               Grandparents Camp                                                       9 AM-12 PM

08-12         Wild Things Camp                                                            9 AM-12 PM

08               Canoe Convoy                                                                                 5 PM

12                 Readings from the Rookery                                   9:30 AM-11 AM

13                 Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                 9 AM-12 PM

15-19           Peek-in-the-Creek Camp                                                 9 AM-3 PM

15                 Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

22-26         Blazing Paddles Canoe Camp                                      9 AM-3 PM

22                Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday                 9 AM-12 PM

22                Canoe Convoy                                                                                5 PM

26                Readings from the Rookery                                   9:30 AM-11 AM

29-Aug 2   Jr. Biologist Camp                                                              9 AM-3 PM

29                Canoe Convoy                                                                               5 PM
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Contact Info
Telephone:  1-815-335-2915 

FAX:  1-815-335-2471 

www.seversondells.org 

e-mail: 

info@seversondells.org

Hours: 

Mon.-Sat.: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Sun.: 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM

2019 Severson Dells  
Nature Center 

BOARD MEMBERS:
President - Daniel Huntley 
Vice President - Jake Loescher
Secretary - Patty Oliveri
Treasurer - Dan Zeigler
Jack Armstrong
Joe Hemlock
Janet Johnson
James Marshall
Helen Molina-Tobon
Hans Rupert
Chris Samuelson
Steve Vee
Lenae Weichel

SEVERSON DELLS NATURE 
CENTER STAFF:

Ann Wasser -  
Director

Nancy Bleile - 
 Administrative Assistant 

Ellen Rathbone -  
Nature Educator

Andrea Wallace -
Naturalist/Educator

Jessie Crow-Mermel  -                                
Marketing & Development Assistant
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Rockford, IL  61102-9713
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Severson Dells Nature Center is 
a cooperative effort between 
the Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County.

Severson Dells Nature Center 
and the Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County, in 
compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, will assist in 
providing for those individuals 
with special needs. (Please notify 
us in advance of your needs that 
may require special staffing.)

Our Mission
Our mission is to link people 
to nature through education 
and research. We promote 
awareness of the natural 
world, fostering respect, 
enjoyment and preservation 
now and in the future.

Socialize with us and other 
nature lovers just like you!
#seversondells #815outside

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCts7dHT9VT8TGNHWpQvujKw
https://www.facebook.com/seversondellsnature
http://instagram.com/seversondellsnaturecenter

